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Geography 
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• Not	great	for	large	
scale	farming.	

• Cold	&	rocky,	
• Plenty	of	wood	
and	rivers	
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•  Eli	Whitney	–	developed	idea	of	
interchangeable	parts	

• Parts	of	machines	that	are	identical	
• Produced	by	machine	instead	of	by	
hand	
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• Cotton spinning technology was invented 
in Britain and it was illegal to share it. 

• Samuel Slater dressed as a                                   
farmer to sneak into the U.S.                    
with the technology. 

• Factories quickly grew in the                                 
Northeast. 

•  Many river & streams to power mills 
•  Merchants were willing to  

invest 

Yee	ha!	I’m	just	a	
dumb	farmer.	
Don’t	know	

nothin’	‘bout	mills.	

Sorry	Yankees.	
I’d	love	to	go	
into	business	
with	you.	
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• Mills functioned well even without 
skilled workers. 

• Rhode Island System – Hiring entire 
families to work on divided tasks. 

• Lowell System – hiring young girls  to 
work water-powered mills 

FAMILIES WANTED 
THREE or four Families of large size, and good 
characters, may find employment at Blackstone 
Manufactory. 

 STEPHEN TRIPP, 
 Agent Blackstone Manufacturing Co. 
  1827 



. . . . 



Analyze this 
Look carefully at the following artifact. Write what it 

tells you about the life of a mill girl. 
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• Frederick	Douglass	–	slave	who	secretly	and	
illegally	learned	to	read	and	write.	

• Escaped	slavery	and	headed	North																																			
where	he	became	a	vocal	speaker																																
against	slavery.	
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• Frederick	Douglass	–	secretly	and	illegally	
learned	to	read	and	write.	

• Escaped	slavery	and	headed	North																																			
where	he	became	a	vocal	speaker																																
against	slavery.	

• Sojourner	Truth	–	former	slave	who																				
said	God	called	her	to	argue	for																				
abolition	and	women’s	rights.		
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• Elizabeth	Cady	Stanton	–	attended	
abolitionist	meeting	but	could	not																					
enter	as	a	woman.	

• Led	to	the	Seneca	Falls	Convention	–	1st	
public	meeting	about	women’s	rights	

• Wrote	a	Declaration	of	Sentiments	declaring	
the	rights	of	women	modeled	after	the	
Declaration	of	Independence.	
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