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The South

• Flat, swampy 
land  -perfect for 
farming.
• Started with 

tobacco
• Later switched 

to cotton
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The South

• Centered around 
large farms

• Nicknamed “Cotton 
Kingdom” and the 
“King Cotton” 
economy

• Operated largely on 
slave labor
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The Triangle Trade

•Called this because it involved 
3 groups.

•Gold came from the Americas, 
slaves came from Africa, 
finished goods (tools, furniture, 
etc.) came from Europe.

Dude, I totally got a 
sack of triangles to 

trade! Sweet! I’ll trade you 
these circles!



... .



Try to imagine what is happening in the scene you are about to hear.





The Middle Passage



The South

• Travelled the Middle Passage in 
cramped, deadly conditions.

• This was purely economic – get as 
many to America as possible at the 
lowest cost.

•Many would then be sold in public 
auctions.
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1794 – Cotton Gin 
Invented

• Designed to lower the need for                                   
workers on cotton farms.

• Did the exact opposite.

• Invented by Eli Whitney in 1794.

• GREATLY increased the                                    
demand for slaves.



The South

• Slaves were property 
and treated that way.

• They had no rights of 
any kind.

•Whippings were 
common to ensure 
compliance.
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Slaves lived in small, 
plain, houses –

usually far from the 
plantation house.
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• Some slaves tried to run away to the North 
(and specifically to Canada.)

• Slave owners hired slave                                                
hunters to track them                                            
down and offered significant rewards for 
their return.

• Later laws made it illegal to help run away 
slaves – even in the North.



The South

• A series of safe houses                                                     
for escaping slaves in the                                    
North. (why not the South?)

• Used secret symbols to 
indicate safety.

• Helped over 100,000 slaves 
escape to Canada.



The South

• A group of slaves led by Nat Turner killed 
around 60 whites in Virginia.

• The fear caused by this led to extreme 
retaliation.

• 56 slaves were executed by the state 
government for involvement in the 
rebellion.

• Led to laws banning education of blacks and 
restricting their rights to assemble.


