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1755 - 1758

Washington earned early fame as a 
leader in battle. He fought for the 
British in the French and Indian War.



George married Martha in 1759 
making him quite wealthy. He lived 
an aristocratic life of fox hunting, 
theater and dancing.

1759 - 1775



Washington was  chosen to 
lead the Continental army 
against the British. 

1775 - 1776



Analyze this
Look carefully at the following artifact. 

Write what it tells you about how 
Washington is viewed by historians.



Dec. 25, 1776

Washington Crossing the Delaware



Led a successful sneak 
attack that stopped the 
army from collapsing.

1776



1776 - 1783

He held the army together 
despite unbelievable 
challenges and won 
becoming a national hero.



Explain how these two things might be 
related (even if they seem like they aren’t!)

George 
Washington

A shoe



How did Washington’s 

presidency establish precedents 

that continue today?





After serving as 

president of the 

Constitutional 

Convention he was 

elected unanimously.

1789

Dang.



BUILDING THE GOVERNMENT

1789

Just chillin’ 

with my 

bros Ugh. I hate 

Hamilton 

so much.

G-dubbz, we 

need money. 



1789



If the government needed money 

and had to create a new tax, which 

thing would be best to tax?



1790-94



1790-94



1790-94



THE WHISKEY REBELLION

Washington personally 

led the army against 

them in order to show 

the strength of the new 

gov’t.

1794

The Gov’t decided to tax 

whiskey which angered 

many farmers. 

They protested violently.



THE WHISKEY REBELLION
• The first product taxed by the Gov’t was whiskey.

• Western farmers saw it as unfair since whiskey was 

such a big part of their income.

• They protested violently, attacking tax collectors.

• Washington personally led the army to stop them.

• Though he later pardoned the rebels he wanted to 

make it clear that order would be                              

enforced in the new nation.

1794

Surely no one would be 

upset by that right?!

1794



JAY’S TREATY

1795

A treaty of peace with 

Britain that angered the 

French and many 

Americans including 

Jefferson.



JAY’S TREATY

• Britain was angry at the U.S. for trading with France while they were at 

war.

• Washington argued that the U.S. was not taking either side.

• Britain did not accept that argument.

• Ultimately Washington agreed to a direct peace treaty with Britain. 

• War was avoided but many people (like Jefferson) wanted direct support 

of France.

1795
1796



FAREWELL ADDRESS

1796

We must stay united and avoid 

forming political factions.

We must avoid permanent alliances 

with any countries.

I will not seek a 3rd term – I’m no 

king.

Stepped down peacefully 

after his 2nd term and left 

some key advice.




